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On July 18 in Santo Domingo, capital of the Dominican Republic, Enrique Bermudez was elected
to the political directorate of the Nicaraguan Resistance. Bermudez, a former colonel in Somoza's
National Guard, was elected one of seven directorate members by a vote of 44 to 2. On the second
day of the contra general assembly meeting, three members abstained, and five were absent for
unknown reasons during the Bermudez vote. Bermudez presented his candidacy as an independent,
and required only a simple majority of 28 votes to be elected for one-year term on the directorate,
headquartered in Miami. In an interview with James LeMoyne of the New York Times in Miami on
the evening of July 15, Bermudez called for resumption of US military aid to the contras, and stated
that he did not think the contras should return to negotiate with the Sandinistas at a time when
they are "openly repressing the opposition in Nicaragua." Bermudez helped establish the contra
forces in Honduras in 1981 with direction from the CIA and the Argentine military dictatorship's
army. At present he is the contra army's military leader. He has been accused of cronyism, military
incompetence and corruption by contra commanders. The most recent rebellion within contra ranks
occurred two months ago. (Basic data from AP, 07/19/88; New York Times, 07/16/88)
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